Published: Aug. 25, 2014, Kokomo Tribune [Page: A2] 


http://www.kokomotribune.com/news/article_23a31e90-2bec-11e4-b41f- 
001a4bcf887a.html 


Question Time: Cops with cameras? 


Should police officers have to wear them? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


Given the disputed events surrounding the Aug. 9 shooting of African- 
American teenager Michael Brown by Officer Darren Wilson in Ferguson, 
Missouri, many have renewed calls for police to wear cameras on their 
uniforms. One famous study of such technology ran from February 2012 to 
July 2013, and was conducted by William A. Farrar, police chief in Rialto, 
California, in collaboration with Barak Ariel, a visiting fellow at the Institute 
of Criminology at the University of Cambridge and an assistant professor at 


Hebrew University. 


“Even with only half of the 54 uniformed patrol officers wearing cameras at 
any given time, the department overall had an 88 percent decline in the 
number of complaints filed against officers, compared with the 12 months 
before the study, to 3 from 24,” reported Randall Stross of The New York 


Times on April 6, 2013. “Rialto’s police officers also used force nearly 60 


percent less often — in 25 instances, compared with 61. When force was 
used, it was twice as likely to have been applied by the officers who weren’t 


wearing cameras during that shift, the study found.” 


So, we wanted to know: “Do you think police officers should have to wear 
cameras on their uniforms? Why or why not?” It should be noted, almost all 


of the nearly five dozen answers we received were in the “yes” column. 


Yes 


“Police officers are supposed to be held to a higher standard of morality and 
temperament. If they cannot do their jobs without excessive force, they 
need to be held accountable for their actions. On the flip side, if a civilian 
does not cooperate accordingly, this camera needs to be there to protect 


and defend the officer.” - Amy Williams 


“Yes. There’s nothing worse than being forced to fear those who are there 


to protect you.” - Vito Hicks 


“Accountability is always a good idea for all parties involved.” - Michael 


Alderfer 


“No. They don’t want public videoing them. No business videoing the 


public.” - Jason Grammer 


“You really think they wouldn’t doctor the tape to benefit them during a 
highly controversial case? Good idea but can see poor execution on this.” - 


Megan Marschand Pierceall 


“How do you suggest to pay for them all? More taxes? Bet people will be all 


for that too! LOL” - Jamie Michael 


Our answers 


“My father is a retired police officer, and I have learned strong life and 
moral lessons from the skills and attitude that he displayed while on duty. 
While I do believe police officers to be, in general, good people, the critical 
and pessimistic views of society that we have today often trumps the well- 
intentioned, and there are some officers who have not behaved in the way 
that an officer should. I believe that cameras on the uniforms of officers in 
a great thing to consider, as it would help to reduce the number of false 
accusations. Cameras also offer an advantage for the legal system, as one- 
on-one interaction between an officer and an individual can be sometimes 


difficult to distinguish from the lens of a dash-cam. While uniform cameras 


would certainly not stop all police wrongdoing, or be the definitive piece of 
evidence for every case, it certainly is a simple change that could go a long 


way to help improve public support for police officers.” - Pat McCauley 


“Yes, especially for liability concerns. But of course that costs a lot of 
money. Not just the cameras, but for the software. Good luck getting the 


city council or tax payers on board.” - Mike Fletcher 


“It’s very tempting. However, we should proceed with caution. I’m wary of 


more surveillance, but I can also see the upsides.” - Rob Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


